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UM HOSTS AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE DAY 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana will put the spotlight on Indian culture and issues Friday, 
Sept. 26, during American Indian Heritage Day.
The day’s events will feature panel discussions, lectures, workshops, an ice cream 
social and a sunrise ceremony.
“We thought it was important from the student services side of things to bring the 
Native American community on campus together for a day of events,” said Sweeney 
Windchief, UM’s minority admissions counselor.
Windchief said the day’s events -  which actually kick off the afternoon of Sept. 25 -  
are open to members of the Indian community both at UM and around the state. The program 
is intended to attract students, teachers, counselors and elders who are involved in Montana 
Indian education.
Organizers also hope the event gives prospective Indian students an opportunity to visit 
the UM campus.
“We think it’s a pretty good way to celebrate as well as provide service,” Windchief
said.
-more-
The highlight of the day will be a 4 p.m. lecture by Kenneth Ryan, an Assiniboine elder from 
the Fort Peck Indian Reservation. Ryan, who is a Department of Health and Human Services 
official in Washington, D.C., will give a talk titled “Traditional Life-Ways and How They 
Contribute to Education.”
Ryan also will talk to UM students earlier in the day about cultural identity.
Other events scheduled for American Indian Heritage Day include:
• A panel featuring Indian leaders discussing and answering questions relating to 
indigenous issues. Thursday, Sept. 25, 3-5 p.m., University Center Theater.
•  A luncheon featuring Indian food. Sept. 26, Noon-1:30 p.m., UM Food Zoo.
•  A prospective minority student workshop where Windchief and other UM officials talk 
about applying for admission, paying for college and staying in school. Sept. 26, 2-3 
p.m., Journalism Building 304.
•  A Native American Studies ice cream social. Sept. 26, 2-3:30 p.m., Native American 
Studies Building.
•  A workshop to help minority students apply for the prestigious Gates Millennium 
Scholarship. Sept. 26, 2:30-3:45 p.m ., Gallagher Business Building computer lab.
For more information on American Indian Heritage Day, contact Sweeney Windchief at 
(406) 243-6268.
Presenters will be Kathryn W. Shanley, Native American studies chair; Patrick Weasel 




Educational Opportunity Program director; and Mary Hall, multicultural adviser in the 
University College.
Events are sponsored by Project TRAIN, the UM Graduate School, the School of 
Business Administration, enrollment services/admissions, psychology, the School of Pharmacy 
and Allied Health Sciences, the Mansfield Library, Native American Studies, the UC 
Multicultural Alliance and American Indian Business Leaders.
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